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public men, as long as the objects proposed are honour-
able and not mischievous, form a real solid branch of
duty and are a just criterion of character, I confess I
look forward with great uneasiness of mind to the pos-
sibility, not to say probability, of the case arising when
I must part from the line of my friends and follow my
own individual judgment. At present I think them
right.'

'May 11.

c Many of Pitt's friends are dissatisfied with the pre-
sent transactions. Several of his most particular friends
have either entirely declined or shown great backward-
ness to take office in this arrangement. Canning is one
of these, and it is doubtful at this moment whether he
will come in or not. The times are difficult, and to a
man who has no other anxiety than to do right, both
in point of personal honour and public duty, the choice
may not be obvious in such an intricate course. But
the more difficult the channel is, the more necessary
it is to keep a sure compass to steer by. That compass
is a preference of duty to every possible motive, and*
with this needle I expect to steer safely through. It
may very well happen that I may not find myself in a
numerous company by and by, as T am more than ever
determined to abstain from the violent course to which
the approaching warmth and exasperation of parties
will probably lead* I shall endeavour to keep my
friends, either all or some of them, in the right way,
and whether I succeed in that or not, I shall pursue my
own notion of public duty if I am alone. This is what